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AGENDA

I. CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

II. MINUTES

To confi rm the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Gleneagles Hotel, Perthshire, 
Scotland on Saturday, 8 March 2008.

To confi rm the minutes of the Special Meeting held by telephone conference on Thursday, 
8 May 2008.

To confi rm the minutes of the Annual Business Meeting held at the Home of FIFA, Zurich on 
Thursday, 25 September 2008.

III. LAWS OF THE GAME AND DECISIONS OF THE BOARD

To consider the following proposals and amendments submitted under the regulations of the 
International Football Association Board.

1. Law 1 – The Field of Play
(Submitted by FIFA)

2. Law 3 – The Number of Players
(Submitted by The Scottish FA)

3. Law 4 – The Players’ Equipment
(Submitted by The Scottish FA)

4. Law 7 – The Duration of the Match
(Submitted by FIFA)

5. Law 11 – Offside
(Submitted by FIFA)
(Amendment submitted by FIFA)

6. Procedures to Determine the Winner of a Match or Home-And-Away 
Kicks from the Penalty Mark
(Submitted by The Football Association of Wales)
(Amendment submitted by FIFA)

7. The Technical Area
(Submitted by FIFA)

8. Laws of the Game
(Submitted by FIFA)
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IV. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

1. Additional Assistant Referees
(Submitted by FIFA)

2. Instigation of ‘Sin Bins’
(Submitted by The Irish FA)

3. Players leaving the Field of Play after Treatment
(Submitted by The Scottish FA)

4. Goal-Line Technology
(Submitted by The Scottish FA)

V. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

VI. 2010 MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION BOARD
(Venue and date)
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I. CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

II. MINUTES

III. LAWS OF THE GAME AND DECISIONS OF THE BOARD

To consider the following proposals and amendments 
submitted under the regulations of the International Football 
Association Board.

1. Law 1 – The Field of Play
(Submitted by FIFA)

Field surface

Present Text Proposed Text

Matches may be played on 
natural or artifi cial surfaces, 
according to the rules of the 
competition.

The colour of artifi cial 
surfaces must be green.

Where artifi cial surfaces are 
used in either competition 
matches between 
representative teams of 
member associations affi liated 
to FIFA or international 
club competition matches, 
the surface must meet the 
requirements of the FIFA 
Quality Concept for Artifi cial 
Turf or the International 
Artifi cial Turf Standard, unless 
special dispensation is given 
by FIFA.

Matches may be played on 
natural or artifi cial surfaces, 
according to the rules of the 
competition.

The colour of artifi cial 
surfaces must be green.

Where artifi cial surfaces are 
used in either competition 
matches between 
representative teams of 
member associations affi liated 
to FIFA or international 
club competition matches, 
the surface must meet the 
requirements of the FIFA 
Quality Concept for Football 
Turf or the International 
Artifi cial Turf Standard, unless 
special dispensation is given 
by FIFA.

Reason
FIFA has renamed the FIFA Quality Concept for Artifi cial Turf. The new 
designation is the FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf. This change should 
be refl ected in the Laws of the Game to ensure consistency.
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2. Law 3 – The Number of Players
(Submitted by The Scottish Football Association)

Offi cial Competitions

Present Text Proposed Text

Up to a maximum of three 
substitutes may be used 
in any match played in an 
offi cial competition organised 
under the auspices of FIFA, 
the confederations or the 
member associations.

The rules of the competition 
must state how many 
substitutes may be 
nominated, from three up to 
a maximum of seven.

Up to a maximum of three 
substitutes may be used 
in any match played in an 
offi cial competition organised 
under the auspices of FIFA, 
the confederations or the 
member associations. In the 
event of extra time being 
required to determine the 
winner of a match, the 
maximum substitutes allowed 
for each team will increase to 
4 in such circumstances. 

The rules of the competition 
must state how many 
substitutes may be 
nominated, from three up to 
a maximum of seven.

Reason
With the increasing number of matches now being played and the resultant 
demands on players, the opportunity to play an additional substitute in extra 
time would be of advantage to teams.
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3. Law 4 – The Players’ Equipment
(Submitted by The Scottish Football Association)

Basic Equipment

Present Text Proposed Text

The basic compulsory 
equipment of a player 
comprises the following 
separate items;
• A jersey or shirt with 

sleeves – if undergarments 
are worn, the colour of 
the sleeve must be the 
same colour as the sleeve 
of the jersey or shirt.

• Shorts – if undershorts are 
worn, they must be of the 
same main colour as the 
shorts

• Stockings

• Shinguards
• Footwear

The basic compulsory 
equipment of a player 
comprises the following 
separate items;
• A jersey or shirt with 

sleeves – if undergarments 
are worn, the colour of 
the sleeve must be the 
same colour as the sleeve 
of the jersey or shirt.

• Shorts – if undershorts are 
worn, they must be of the 
same main colour as the 
shorts

• Stockings – if tape or 
similar material is applied 
externally it must be of 
the same main colour as 
the stockings

• Shinguards
• Footwear

Reason
There is an increasing use of tape applied externally to stockings, primarily 
to ensure that shinguards stay in place. The tape can vary in width and 
often changes the predominant colour of the stocking. The proposal does 
not prevent the use of tape or similar material but ensures that there is no 
alteration to the team colours.  
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4. Law 7 – The Duration of the Match
(Submitted by FIFA)

Half-Time Interval

Present Text Proposed Text

Players are entitled to an 
interval at half-time.

The half-time interval must 
not exceed 15 minutes.

Competition rules must state 
the duration of the half-time 
interval.

The duration of the half-
time interval may be altered 
only with the consent of the 
referee.

Players are entitled to an 
interval at half-time.

The half-time interval must 
not exceed 20 minutes.

Competition rules must state 
the duration of the half-time 
interval.

The duration of the half-
time interval may be altered 
only with the consent of the 
referee.

Reason
The location of the dressing rooms in certain stadiums around the world is 
such that the walk from and back to the fi eld of play can take players and 
match offi cials much of the current 15-minute half-time interval.

It is therefore proposed that the maximum duration of the half-time interval 
be increased to 20 minutes.
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5. Law 11 – Offside
(Submitted by FIFA)

Interpretation of the Laws of the Game and 
Guidelines for Referees 

Infringements (page 100)

Present Text Proposed Text

When an offside offence 
occurs, the referee awards 
an indirect free kick to be 
taken from the position of the 
offending player when the 
ball was last played to him by 
one of his team mates.

If a defending player 
steps behind his own goal 
line in order to place an 
opponent in an offside 
position, the referee must 
allow play to continue and 
caution the defender for 
deliberately leaving the fi eld 
of play without the referee’s 
permission when the ball is 
next out of play.

When an offside offence 
occurs, the referee awards 
an indirect free kick to be 
taken from the position of the 
offending player when the 
ball was last played to him by 
one of his team mates.

Any defending player leaving 
the fi eld of play for any 
reason without the referee’s 
permission shall, until he 
returns to the fi eld of play, be 
considered to be on his own 
goal line or touchline for the 
purposes of offside.  If the 
player left the fi eld of play or 
delayed his return to the fi eld 
of play deliberately, he must 
be cautioned when the ball is 
next out of play.

Reason
While there is a general understanding of the action to be taken when a 
defending player leaves the fi eld of play placing an attacking player in an 
offside position, it is proposed that the wording of the Interpretation of the 
Laws of the Game and Guidelines be made more explicit in order to clarify 
this situation.

Amendment to Proposed Text
(Submitted by FIFA)

When an offside offence occurs, the referee awards an 
indirect free kick to be taken from the position of the 
offending player when the ball was last played to him by one 
of his team mates.

Any defending player leaving the fi eld of play for any reason 
without the referee’s permission shall be considered to be on 
his own goal line or touchline for the purposes of offside until 
the next stoppage in play.  If the player leaves the fi eld of play 
deliberately, he must be cautioned when the ball is next out 
of play.
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6. Procedures to Determine the Winner of a Match 
or Home-And-Away
(Submitted by the Football Association of Wales)

Kicks from the Penalty Mark

Present Text Proposed Text

If at the end of the match 
and before the kicks start to 
be taken from the penalty 
mark, one team has a greater 
number of players than their 
opponents, they must reduce 
their numbers to equate with 
that of their opponents and 
the team captain must inform 
the referee of the name 
and number of each player 
excluded.

If at the end of the match 
and before the kicks start to 
be taken from the penalty 
mark, one team has a greater 
number of players than their 
opponents, they must reduce 
their numbers to equate with 
that of their opponents and 
the team captain must inform 
the referee of the name 
and number of each player 
excluded, the player who is 
excluded must not be the 
goalkeeper.

Amendment to Proposed Text
(Submitted by FIFA)

If at the end of the match and before the kicks start to be 
taken from the penalty mark, one team has a greater number 
of players than their opponents, they must reduce their 
numbers to equate with that of their opponents and the team 
captain must inform the referee of the name and number 
of each player excluded. Any player so excluded may not 
participate in kicks from the penalty mark.
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7. The Technical Area
(Submitted by FIFA)

Present Text Proposed Text

• Only one person at a time 
is authorised to convey 
tactical instructions and 
he must return to his 
position after giving these 
instructions

• The coach and other 
offi cials must remain 
within the confi nes of the 
technical area except in 
special circumstances, for 
example, a physiotherapist 
or doctor entering the 
fi eld of play, with the 
referee’s permission, to 
assess an injured player.

• The coach and other 
occupants of the technical 
area must behave in a 
responsible manner.

• Only one person at a time 
is authorised to convey 
tactical instructions from 
the technical area.

• The coach and other 
offi cials must remain 
within the confi nes of the 
technical area except in 
special circumstances, for 
example, a physiotherapist 
or doctor entering the 
fi eld of play, with the 
referee’s permission, to 
assess an injured player.

• The coach and other 
occupants of the technical 
area must behave in a 
responsible manner.

Reason
In order to avoid unnecessary confl icts between fourth offi cials and coaches 
or other occupants of the technical area, it is proposed that, provided they 
behave in a responsible manner, these persons be permitted to remain in the 
technical area and no longer be required to return to their position on the 
bench after conveying tactical instructions.
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8. Laws of the Game
(Submitted by FIFA)

New graphics throughout the Laws of the Game.

Reason
At present, various styles of graphic appear in the Laws of the Game.  It is 
proposed that the existing graphics be replaced with images of a single, 
contemporary style and that these graphics also be used in teaching materials 
and training courses to improve recognition of the concepts illustrated and 
thus promote more uniform understanding and implementation of the Laws 
of the Game.
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IV. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

1. Additional Assistant Referees
(Submitted by FIFA)

FIFA wishes to report on the experiment conducted during UEFA 
U-19 European Championship qualifying tournaments in Slovenia, 
Hungary and Cyprus in October and November 2008.

2. Instigation of ‘Sin Bins’
(Submitted by The Irish Football Association)

The Irish FA would wish to gauge the opinion of the International 
Football Association Board on the possibility of using ‘Sin Bins’ 
for players guilty of breaches of the Laws of the Game, currently 
resulting in the administration of a yellow card.

3. Players leaving the Field of Play after Treatment
(Submitted by The Scottish FA)

4. Goal-Line Technology
(Submitted by The Scottish FA)

V. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

VI. 2010 MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION BOARD
Venue and date


